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the corps, as my days of active service have been long
over. Pray take care, however, of my sabre, in case the
time comes which must turn out all.

I have almost settled that, if things look moderately
tranquil in Britain in spring and summer, I will go
abroad, and take Charles, with the purpose of leaving
him, for two or three years, at the famous institution of
Fellenborg, near Berne, of which I hear very highly.
Two of Eraser Tytier's sons are there, and he makes
a very favorable report of the whole establishment. I
think that such a residence abroad will not only make
him well acquainted with French and German, as indeed
he will hear nothing else, but also prevent his becoming
an Edinburgh petit-maatre of fourteen or fifteen, which
he could otherwise scarce avoid. I mentioned to you
that I should be particularly glad to get you leave of
absence, providing it does not interfere with your duty,
in order that you may go with us. If I have cash
enough, I will also take your sister and mamma, and you
might return home with them by Paris, in case I went
on to Italy. All this is doubtful, but I think it is al-
most certain that Charles and I go, and hope to have
you with us. This will be probably about July next,
and I wish you particularly to keep it in view. If these
dark prospects become darker, which God forbid! nei-
ther you nor I will have it in our power to leave the post
to which duty calls us.

Mamma and the girls are quite well, and so is Master
Charles, who is of course more magnificent, as being the
only specimen of youthhead at home. He has got an old
broadsword hanging up at his bed-head, which, to be the
more ready for service, hath no sheath. To this I un-
derstand we are to trust for our defence against the
Eadicals. Anne (notwithstanding the assurance) is so
much afraid of the disaffected, that last night, returning
with Sophia from Portobello, where they had been dan-
cing with the Scotts of Harden, she saw a Eadical in
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